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llr.  George  .Morrlsson 
P.oxbur.y  Act! en  Fronran 
10  Linv/ood  Street 
Roxbury,  f Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Morrison: 

It  v/as  a  pleasure  trcetir.g  both  you  and  Hr.  King  on  January  21  to  discuss 
your  housing  pro^ran  fcr  Ry'.?-U?-II-A  and  III  as  v.-ell  as  your  request  for 
public  i.-nprovcn-cnts  in  Jonn  Eliot  Square. 

We  have  rovicv/ed  your  public  irproverrcnts  proposal  and  are  In  general 
acrecment  v;i  ih  its  f.iajor  elen;ents.     A  complete  analysis  is  attached  for 
your  perusal. 

In  5utT/.Tary,  vo  believe  that  the  pedestrian  plara  in  front  of  RAP-Uf*-IIA 
sliould  be  pursued,  but  v-e  cannot  r-ake  a  final  o'c-tsnninatioa  as  to  its 
feasibility  u.itil   the  street  alicinrr.ynts  in  the  area  have  ocon  deter- 
Hiined,  specifically  the  proposed  deati-cnding  of  Hoxbury  and  Dudley 
Streets,     Once  zhese  closings  have  been  fir.alizea,  v.-nich  we  expect  in 
tv;0  to  three  years,  us  can  Degin  work  on  dcten.iining  the  feasibility  of 
the  plaza.     In  the  r.ieantirie,  however,  we  believe  that  street  lighting, 
tree  planting  and  new  sic'ewalLs  should  ba  constructed  alorig  Dudley 
Street,  as  an  initial  City  cot-'jni f nent  to  IIAP-IP  IIA. 

Secondly,  »-o  believe  that  a  park  is  an  appropriate  use  for  the  land  east 
of  the  Dillav^ay  Tho.-r.as  House,  but  that  active,  .rather  than  passive 
recreation  siiould  be  provided  for  use  by  the  Timilty  School.     Third,   in 
analyzing  your  re<)uast  fcr  off-stroc-t  parkinn  we  can  not  find  cause  for 
coristructino  this  use  in  that  area  since  th.ore  is  no  demand  frcn  a 
public  use  or  co'.Tvercial  area,     i  sh.ould  point  out  tiiat  the  parking  area 
indicated  on  t;;c  Cainpus  High,  Site  Plan  was  for  tne  church  iL'jnediately  to 
the  east. 

Fourth,  v.'e  are  1n  coir.plete  anreer.ient  that  the  Dillaway  Thon^as  House 
should  bo  rei-.abilitated  and  have  already  begun  to  work  to\.'urds  that  end. 

Finally,  we  b'jlieve  that  your  dc;velor-:'cnt  pror.rcii  './ill   be  an  Important 
factor  in  tne  rehabilitation  of  the  iiirnland  Park/Oor.n  Lliot  r.cuare  Area 
end  \iQ  look  forward  to  continued  work  with  you  on  this  and  ottier  projects. 

Sincerely, 


Rohert  T.  Kcnney 
Director 


RTi7Jv.'/A/3S3 
Attaclii.ient. 


Ur.  Robert  Voy,  Director 
Public  Facilities  Departnent 
City  Hall 
Boston,  llassacliusetts 

Dear  Hr.  Yey: 

Ke  have  reviewed  a  request  by  the  P.oxbury  Action  Procran  (R.S.P)  for 
public  ii.:provo;:;oats  in  tfu  John  Eliot  Square  Sv':ction  of  Roxbury.  Our. 
review  Is  aCtaci.cd  for  your  Infornation.  John  Eliot  Scuare  is  cesin- 
nated  as  a  LanujarK  District  and  has  several  notable  structures  within 
It.  Tiie  Square  is  officially  '..ithin  the.  Campus  High  Project  tut  in  an 
area  for  v/liich  t-.onics  b.:ive  not  been  appropriated.  Lioston  iiuO   is  working 
on  establishim  Jonn  Eliot  Square  as  a   i:;ajcr  attraction  for  Bicentennial 
activities  for  the  Black  cor.jTiunity. 

RAP  has  requested  that  the  City  leverage  their  conTni tnent  to  build  142 
housing  units  arid  10,000  square  feet  of  retail  space  by   building  a  plaza 
in  front  of  tfuir  project  at  an  cstir.:ated  cost  of  $141,000.  Although  we 
believe  that  Vr,e   concept  of  a  plaza  is  valid,  its  feasibility  cannot  be 
deterrn'ned  until  proposed  street  closiiiys  at  iloxbury  and  i-udloy  Streets 
have  been  finalized.  Thei^efore,  v^'o  believe  that  tins  ite;;;  should  be  set 
aside  at  tive  pvesont  tir:e,  but  should  be  restudicd  when  the  specifics  of 
street  closings  are  knc.-.'n  and  pursued  if  the  proposed  pla^a  concept  is 
In  ccafoiT.nty  v.-itii  future  street  patterns.  In  the  interim,  however,  we 
believe  the  Cits'  cculd  ccn;nit  certain  innrovei^ients  to  the  area  in  front 
of  the  PvAP  project.  Initially  SZG.COO  v.'as  set  aside  for  ir'provcr.^ents  in 
the  square  and  v;e  would  hope  that  this  r^oney  could  be  designated  for 
Street  lighting  and  tree  planting  on  Dudley  Street. 

They  also  requested  ti;at  a  recreation  area  be  constructed  to  the  north 
of  the  square,  next  to  the  Dillav.ay  Th.o.'aas  house.  Tiiis  is  in  confer- 
Riance  uith   the  Canpus  Hi^h  Plan  which  designated  the  area  in  question  as 
a  recreation  area  for  ti;e  Tiir.ilty  Scivool.  h'e  believe  the  cresent  request 
is  still  valid  and  request  that  it  be  considered  in  thu  rJ76  budget. 

Lastly,  P^\?  lias  requested  tnat  the  Oil  lav/ay  Thcrnas  fiouse  be  rehabilitated, 
i.-hich  althou^li  not  stated,  u'as  ii.:pli'.;d  by  the  Site  Plan  of  the  Carpus 
liich  Project.  I  have  recently  been  anorised  tnat  the  ilassaciiusetts 
Historical  Ccr.:iission  has  allocated  $;^5,000  matching  funds  and  that  the 
City  Is  now  prepared  to  allocate  its  share. 

Sincerely, 


Px>bert  T.  Kcnney 
Director 

RTryj\V/V379 

Attachr/.ent. 


ANALYSIS  OF  ROXBURY  ACTION  PROGRAf-l'S  (RAP)  PROPOSAL 
FOR  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  JOHN  ELIOT  SQUARE 

PERSPECTIVE 

In  July,  1973,  at  the  request  of  Boston  200  the  District  Planning  staff 
of  the  B.R.A.  prepared  a  list  of  needed  capital  improvements  for  areas 
of  potential  Bi-Centennial  attraction.  One  of  those  areas  was  John 
Eliot  Square,  Roxbury  for  which  new  lighting  for  the  First  Unitarian 
Church  was  requested.  In  regard  to  John  Eliot  Square,  it  was  stated 
that  further  improvements  to  the  Square  should  be  made  only  in  light  of 
further  activity  in  the  area  and  in  accordance  with  a  plan  for  the 
entire  square. 

John  Eliot  Square  is  within  the  Campus  High  Urban  Renewal  Area  and  thus, 
has  an  officially  adopted  plan  which  indicates  the  retention  of  the 
Dillaway  Thomas  House  with  a  park  loated  next  to  it.  No  specific  mention 
is  made  of  improvements  along  Roxbury  or  Dudley  Street.  However,  it  can 
be  assumed  that  new  public  improvements  such  as  street  lighting  v/ould 
have  been  included.  Unfortunately,  due  to  HUD  funding  problems  within 
the  project,  the  area  south  of  New  Dudley  Street  including  John  Eliot 
Square  has  had  no  funding  allocated  for  it,  even  though  it  remains 
within  the  project. 

DEVELOPMENT  ACTIVITY 

Since  the  original  submission  to  Boston  200  in  July,  the  Kittredge 

Square  Urban  Renewal  Project  and  the  RAP-UP-  IIA  Project,  have  been 


approved  and  will  be  in  construction  by  this  spring.  The  Kittredge 
Square  Project  will  invest  $2.2  million  in  new  capital  improvements 
including  streets,  sidewalks,  lighting  and  parks.  An  additional  $2.5 
million  will  be  spent  on  220  new  and  rehabilitated  dwelling  units.  RAP- 
UP  IIA,  to  be  constructed  adjacent  to  and  north  of  the  Kittredge  Square 
Project  (See  Map-Area  Activity),  will  build  142  dwelling  units  and 
10,000  square  feet  of  retail  space  at  a  total  investment  of  approximately 
$4,000,000.  .  • 

North  of  John  Eliot  Square,  is  the  site  of  the  Occupational  Resource 
Center  (ORG)  and  Madison  Park  high  school  with  a  total  enrollment  of 
5,000  students  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $50,000,000.  Construction  on 
Madison  Park  is  expected  to  begin  this  spring.  The  ORC  subject  to 
approval  by  the  School  Committee  and  State  is  expected  to  begin  in  two 
years.  New  Dudley  Street,  portions  of  which  have  been  constructed,  will 
eventually  become  the  major  access  between  the  new  arterial  in  the 
Southwest  Corridor  and  Dudley  Station.  Again,  because  of  funding 
problems  it  does  not  appear  that  New  Dudley  Street  will  be  complete  for 
another  3-4  years. 

Further  in  the  future  are  the  transportation  and  related  developments  in 
the  Southwest  Corridor,  which  have  not  yet  been  fully  determined  and 
which  will  be  constructed  by  approximately  1980. 
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CURRENT  PROPOSAL  FOR  JOHN  ELIOT  SQUARE 

During  late  summer  and  early  fall  a  series  of  meetings  were  held  among 
staff  of  RAP,  Boston  200  and  B.R.A.  District  Planning  in  an  attempt  to 
develop  a  program  for  the  square  which  would  demonstrate  RAP's  program 
and  proposals  and  the  need  for  public  improvements.  The  current  proposal 
for  Public  Improvements  was  submitted  by  RAP  to  BRA  District  Planning 
for  review. 

An  analysis  of  each  of  these  follows; 
Plaza  on  Dudley  Street 

The  RAP  plan  indicates  Dudley  Street  (old)  would  be  closed  from 
Highland  Street  to  Putnam  Street.  Bartlett  Street  v/ould  be  closed 
as  far  as  Blanchard  Street.  The  closing  v/ould  provide  a  pedestrian 
space  between  RAP-UP-IIA  and  the  green  in  front  of  the  First  Unitarian 
Church.  Major  elements  of  the  plaza  are: 
1.   New  street  lighting 
-  2.   Resurfacing 
3.   Benches 

There  are  two  unresolved  issues  concerning  the  plaza.  First,  fire 
access  to  the  residential  area  to  the  east  v/ould  be  nearly  impossible 
and  second ,  there  is  uncertainty  of  the  future  traffic  pattern 
which  currently  calls  for  dead  ending  Dudley  Street  (old)  where  New 
Dudley  Street  enters  the  Dudley  Station  Area  and  the  proposed 
clsoing  of  Roxbury  Street  at  the  Southwest  Corridor. 

Once  these  issues  have  been  resolved  such  a  street  closing  would  be 
acceptable  if  it  permitted  fire  vehicles  through  access. 
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Park 

Both  RAP'S  and  the  BRA  (Campus  High  Site  Plan)  call  for  a  park  next 
to  the  Timilty  School.  There  is  an  existing  residential  structure 
which  has  three  occupied  units  and  a  vacant  structure  on  this  site. 
The  RAP  plan  indicates  both  would  be  taken. 

The  major  issue  here  is  one  of  usership.  A  passive  park  in  this 
location  makes  little  sense,  especially  if  the  Church  green  is 
freed  for  passive  recreation.  A  far  more  appropriate  use  v;ould  be 
for  an  active  recreation  area  for  the  Timilty  School.  In  either 
case,  the  occupied  residential  structure  v;ould  be  incompatible  with 
recreation  use  and  should  be  taken. 

Parking 

There  is  no  justification  for  public  off-street  parking  in  this 

location. 

Pi  11  away  Thomas  House 

The  RAP  plan  calls  for  rehabilitation  of  the  Dill  away  Thomas  House 
as  well  as  landscaping  improvements.  Although  the  Urban  Renev;al 
Plan  did  not  specifically  mention  its  rehabilitation,  the  site  plan 
indicates  its  retention  even  though  no  money  v/as  allocated  for  its 
retention.  Because  of  its  historic  and  architectural  value,  coupled 
vn'th  the  programmed  and  planned  activity  in  the  area  and  a  reasonable 
re-use  provided  by  the  t-'useum  of  Afro-Airierican  Studies,  there  is  no 
question  that  this  structure  should  be  rehabilitated  by  the  City. 


SUMf-!ARY  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

In  summary,  therefore,  the  Planning  Department  recommends  the  follov/ing 

strategies  for  the  long  and  short  run. 

Long  Run 

Pursue  the  concept  of  the  pedestrian  plaza  in  front  of  RAP-UP-IIA. 

(BRA,  PFD) 
Short  Run 

Once  the  traffic  pattern  is  finalized  (2-3  years),  the  City  should 

temporarily  close  Dudley  Street  on  an  experimental  basis.  (Traffic 

and  Parking) 

New  pedestrian  lighting  should  be  installed  along  Dudley  Street 

from  Highland  Avenue  to  Blanchard  Street  and  in  front  of  the  Cox 

Building  from  Blanchard  to  Putnam.  (Bi-Centennial  Funding) 

Provide  for  tree  planting  in  front  of  RAP-UP-IIA.  (Bi-Centennial 

or  Operating  Budget  of  Parks  Department) 

Develop  a  play  area  for  the  Timilty  School.  (To  be  developed  by 

the  School  Department  or  Parks  Department) 

Restore  the  Dillav;ay  Thomas  House  including  landscaping.  (PFD, 

Mass  Historical  Commission) 

(B.R.A.  Urban  Design  Department  can  prepare  designs  for  tree  planting, 

lighting,  and  the  park.) 
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